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Guardians of the Coast: The Story of Myanmar's

Mangroves

Myanmar is home to
an estimated 3.3% of the
world’s mangroves, cover-
ing around 5,029 square
kilometers. This places the
country seventh globally
and third in Southeast
Asia for mangrove extent
(World Mangrove Atlas,
2010, Forest Department,
2019).

Most of Myanmar’s
mangroves grow along its
extensive coastline—
particularly in Rakhine
State, the Ayeyarwady
Region, and the Tanin-
tharyi Region. These eco-

systems provide critical
habitat for biodiversity,
natural protection against
coastal erosion, and
essential livelihood sup-
portforlocal communities.

However, mangrove
cover has declined sharply
over recent decades. A
comparison of data
between 1980 and 2015
shows that by 2015,
mangrove coverage had
decreased to 76% in
Rakhine State, 29% in the
Ayeyarwady Region, and
98% in the Tanintharyi
Region, leaving only

around 66% of Myanmar's
total mangrove area in-
tact (Forest Department,
Myanmar, 2019).
Globally, there are 110
known mangrove species,
of which 54 are recogniz-
ed as true mangroves
(Forestry Department,
2018). Myanmar hosts
approximately 32 true
mangrove species, re-
flecting the country’s rich

coastal biodiversity
(Spalding, 2010).
Worldwide, man-

groves cover about 15.2
million hectares, with

Indonesia holding the
largest area (37,849
square kilometers, or
20.9% of the global total),

followed by Brazil,
Australia, Mexico, Nigeria,
Malaysia, Myanmar,

Bangladesh, Cuba, and
India (World Mangrove
Atlas, 2010). Despite their
importance, mangroves
continue to decline at a
rate of 1-2% per year
(Duke et al., 2007), prompt-
ing scientists to call for
urgent conservation and
restoration action.
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Strengthening Digital Skills for Youth

With the aim to build
digital literacy and expand
livelihood opportunities
forlocal youth by providing
essential computer skills,
Worldview International
Foundation (WIF) orga-
nized a Basic Computer
Training course for 20
participants from nine
villages within the Shwe
Thaung Yan Project area.
The training Participants
gained foundational
knowledge in computer
use, supporting their
access to employment,
further education, and
active participation in the
digital economy. This

iy - Y i - =

initiative reflects WIF's
commitmentto partnering
with rural communities to

strengthen local capacity,
empower youth, and
foster inclusive develop-

ment alongside ecosystem
restoration.

Assisting for Community -Led

Energy Access

As part of our on-
going community deve-

lopment programs in
Chaung Thar Township,
Worldview International
Foundation (WIF) support-
ed Kangyi Village in im-
proving local safety and
access after dark through
solar street lighting. In
response to a proposal
from the Village Develop-
ment Committee, WIF
provided 60 solar street-
light sets. The village con-
tributed time, labor, and

2792/Chaung Thar

installation support—
demonstrating a shared
commitment to sustain-
able, community-driven
solutions.

This initiative reflects
WIF’s broader approach:
working with local par-
tners to strengthen com-
munity resilience and
improve quality of life
through practical, renew-
able energy solutions that
align with restoration and
stewardship goals.

Building Skills for Sustainable

Energy Use
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With the aim of re-
ducing the consumption
of firewood and enabling
them to produce and
distribute fuel-efficient
stoves, Worldview Inter-
national Foundation (WIF)
organized a two-day,
hands-on training on
making  fuel-efficient
stoves. Nine community
members from the
Chaung Thar project area

2088, 2792/Chaung Thar
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took part, learning practi-
cal techniques to reduce
firewood use and support
healthier, more sustain-
able cooking practices.
This initiative is part
of WIF's broader effort to
strengthen community
livelihoods and environ-
mental stewardship
through locally led learn-
ing and capacity building.
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